IRC COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT PROPOSAL – FAITH FEEDS L. A.

WHY:
Over one million people in Los Angeles County are hungry--that is one person out of every eight people in our county.  Daily more and more families are losing their jobs and homes.  The 875 agencies in the Los Angeles Regional Food Bank have seen record increases in new, first-time clients looking for emergency food assistance to feed their families.  The IRC can provide a model in the community of faithful people working together to serve those who are going through difficult times.      

WHAT:  Faith Feeds L.A.  The IRC community would join together in asking their congregations to participate in a food and fund drive.   Congregants could bring non-perishable food items to donate to the Los Angeles Regional Food Bank on three consecutive weekends.   Since the Food Bank also needs money to buy fresh fruits and vegetables and bulk items, we also have our own Faith Feeds LA donation site on the Foodbank website.  It can most easily be reached by a link on the IRC website.

WHERE:  The food donations would be collected at each participating church, synagogue, temple, mosque, chapel, etc. and picked up by the Food Bank.   Each person making a cash donation can go to irc-socal.org.  Under who they wish to honor, they could enter the name of their congregation.  If you have a list serve, you can send around the link directly.

WHEN:
Before your services on the following weekends:  May 15-17, May 22-24, and May 29-31.


HOW:  
The Outreach Committee will mail each IRC Director a packet that includes:  a letter on IRC stationary explaining the project; a copy of the Food Bank form requesting barrels with contact information; a suggested poster for bulletin boards; a list describing what items can be donated.    

Suggested steps for a successful project include: 

1. Send out announcements in church newsletters, brochures and programs and over the pulpit   describing our service project preferably for three or four weeks before the collection begins.  Display posters.  

2. Email L A Regional Food Bank at ecastro@lafoodbank.org or phone 323-234-3030 and request the number of barrels you will need and the date and address where you want them to be delivered. (You can request more barrels during the drive if you need them.)

3. Unpack, set up and put barrels out in convenient spots for collection on the days of your services.  Make signs.

4. Call or email the Food Bank to request the pick up and make sure someone can be there to open up the building when they arrive.  The product donations number is 323-234-3030 ext. 154.

5.  Thank your members for their participation.  

